parison with normoalbuminuric women. The variables in renal function did not differ during and after pregnancy in both groups ofpatients. Serum creatinine concentration and creatinine clearance showed the same kind of alterations that are generally observed in healthy pregnant women. 5 The nephrotic syndrome occurred temporarily during the third trimester of pregnancy in three of the seven diabetic women with pre-existing microalbuminuria but in none of the patients with normoalbuminuria. The occurrence of the transient nephrotic syndrome in these pregnant women must be related to the pre-existing incipient diabetic nephropathy. All three patients with the nephrotic syndrome had peripheral oedema. In all cases a healthy baby was delivered by caesarean section.
In conclusion, during pregnancy a greater increase in renal protein excretion, associated with a higher risk of the transient nephrotic syndrome can be seen in diabetic women with pre-existing microalbuminuria compared with those with normoalbuminuria. 
Comment
Influenza epidemics result in increased death rates, particularly in older patients and those with chronic disease or cancer.' During such outbreaks the mortality is 0 1% for all patients aged ¢n45 with cardiovascular disease and 09% for those with additional respiratory disease. Admissions to hospital and deaths associated with pneumonia and influenza can be significantly reduced by vaccination,4 and it is unfortunate that only 17% of patients who had had serious cardiac disease for over two years, for whom considerable resources are required, had been vaccinated within the previous five years. In the United States the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases reviewed more than 40 medically important diseases and ranked influenza among the top five in terms of the cost efficacy of an accelerated programme to develop vaccine. ' It is encouraging that 84% of the group who had been offered vaccination had accepted it and that several patients had requested it. Remarks made by many other respondents indicated the need to educate patients and professionals about the indications for and efficacy and safety of influenza vaccination. Target groups could be identified in general practice by using the age-sex and chronic disease registers,5 and offers of vaccination could be attached to repeat prescriptions for the groups most at risk. Specialist outpatient clinics also provide opportunities to educate patients.
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